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Cheating is becoming an increasingly large problem amongst today’s students.  Because there is 

easy and quick access to information via the internet, many students believe that they can use 

data and information from the internet without consequence.  Using the internet or other 

previously published materials without understanding how to use those materials correctly is 

considered cheating (Academic Dishonesty).   

 

The English Department does not tolerate Academic Dishonesty, and will not show any leniency 

toward any student who cheats in any manner. The English Department will strictly adhere to the 

disciplinary actions outlined in Northgate High School’s Academic Honesty Policy, and 

therefore requests that any student taking an English/Language Arts course at Northgate High 

School read and understand the school’s Academic Honesty Policy.  Additionally, every student 

should understand the following specific details: 

 

1. Cheating is when a student in an assignment of any sort, attempts to earn credit by 

copying another student’s answers, using words, other material, or work other than his or 

her own without citing the original author of the work used.  

 

2. Taking a photograph of a test or assessment is stealing that test.  

 

3. Gaining possession of a test in any way prior to the time allotted to take that test (or 

assessment) is stealing that test. As an example, if you are sent a test via e-mail from a 

friend, you have stolen that test. So what do you do if you receive that e-mail? Do not 

open it! Report it to your teacher! 

 

4. Giving or receiving information in any manner about the content of a test or assessment 

from another student or person other than the teacher prior to taking the test is cheating. 

 

5. Providing answers to any assignment by using Sparknotes, Cliffnotes, Shmoop or any 

other study aid without explicit permission from your teacher is considered cheating. 

Likewise, using such a study aide with permission but without correctly citing the 

material used is cheating and plagiarism. 

 

6. Any match (verbatim or paraphrased) to existing material, whether discovered by your 

teacher or via teaching and grading tools such as turnitin.com is considered plagiarism.   

 
 

By signing below I acknowledge I have read and understand Northgate High School’s Academic 

Honesty Policy as well as the content of this entire document. 

 

 

Student Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______________ 

 

 

Parent / Guardian Signature: __________________________________ Date: __________ 
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Cheating Scenarios, Appropriate Student Responses, and Consequences                                              

1. After completing the reading (or instead of completing the reading) you visit course notes or 

sparknotes.  You completed the assignment, so why not get some extra ideas about what was 

important?        

a. Appropriate Response: Don’t use course notes or sparknotes or any unauthorized study aid 

ever.  Not sure if it’s authorized?  Ask your teacher.    

b. Consequence: Negative points on the essay, quiz, test, discussion, or any other assignment in 

which the ideas are presented.   

 

2. You copy anything word for word without proper citation.      

a. Appropriate response: Don’t copy. If you do it, quote it and cite it.   

b. Consequence: Negative points on the assignment.  

 

3. Your mom looks over your English essay to help you proofread it. She begins correcting your work 

and rewrites portions to the point where you feel that it is no longer yours.    

a. Appropriate Response: Talk to your teacher before turning the paper in.   

b. Consequence: Negative points for the essay for not writing in your own voice 

 

4. You are supposed to be studying for your history midterm, but you are procrastinating on Facebook. 

You see that a former student has posted the answers to a previous midterm. You weren’t looking for 

the answers, but they just popped up. Are you at fault? What should you do?   

a. Appropriate Response: You come forward as soon as you recognize the situation and tell 

your teacher that you have been exposed to this test material and ask if it is ethical for you to 

take this test.   Although you are encouraged to divulge the names of the cheaters, you don’t 

have to.      

b. Consequence: Negative points if you don’t come forward. 

 

5. At brunch, you overhear some students discussing the test they took last period. You weren’t 

participating in the conversation and you walked away after realizing what was being said. Do you 

need to tell the teacher about the conversation? Do you need to tell the teacher who was talking about 

the test?   

a. Appropriate Response: You come forward as soon as you recognize the situation and tell 

your teacher that you have been exposed to this test material and ask if it is ethical for you to 

take this test. Although you are encouraged to divulge the names of the cheaters, you don’t 

have to.      

b. Consequence: Negative points if you don’t come forward. 

 

6. Someone got a copy of the test. You did not steal it, would never steal it, and think it is wrong, but 

everyone else who looks at the stolen test is going to have an unfair advantage. Should you look at the 

test too, just to keep things fair?  

a. Appropriate Response: You come forward as soon as you recognize the situation and tell 

your teacher that you have been exposed to this test material and ask if it is ethical for you to 

take this test. Although you are encouraged to divulge the names of the cheaters, you don’t 

have to.  

b. Consequence: Negative points if you don’t come forward. 

 

7. Your English teacher requires that you attend a play based on the novel you are reading. You have a 

soccer tournament, so you ask your friend what the play was about and write up a reflection of the 

production in your own words with original analysis of the production.  

a. Appropriate Response: Plan ahead to be sure that you can make it to one of the available 

dates or talk to your teacher at least 48 hours in advance of the due date. 
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b. Consequence: Negative points on the assignment. 

 

8. In history, you are doing an oral history assignment and you are supposed to interview a grandparent 

about the 1960’s. Your grandparents are on vacation in France, but they have told you many stories in 

the past about their lives during that time period. You write up the report based on what you already 

know.  

a. Appropriate Response: Plan ahead to be sure that you can complete the interview on time or 

talk to your teacher at least 48 hours in advance of the due date to discuss other options.  

b. Consequence: Negative points on the assignment. 

 

9. Your English teacher asks you to read 560 pages over the weekend. Your busy schedule does not 

allow you to do this. You skim the reading and look at sparknotes or course notes to get the gist of the 

material.   

a. Appropriate Response: Plan ahead! Don’t use sparknotes.com or other unauthorized study 

aids.  

b. Consequence: Negative points on the reading quiz or other assignment associated with the 

reading. 

 

10. While writing your essay on social realism, you come across an excellent excerpt from your textbook 

that claims, “Though writers such as Barth, Barthelme, and Pynchon rejected the novel’s traditional 

function as a mirror reflecting society, a significant number of contemporary novelists were reluctant 

to abandon Social Realism, which they pursued in much more personal terms.” You know better than 

to simply cut and paste the sentence, so you use the thesaurus to put the sentence in your words. You 

don’t cite it because you assume the textbook is under the umbrella of “common knowledge.”  

a. Appropriate Response: First cite the source within your essay, using MLA format.  Not sure 

how?  Ask your teacher or librarian.  Second, process the information in an original way.  

Third, talk to your teacher about what falls under “common knowledge.” 

b. Consequence: Negative points for the essay.     

                                                                                                             

Not sure if it is cheating, plagiarism, or a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy?                                

Ask your teacher! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/551369/social-realism
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