Ms. Spring’s 9th Grade English - Syllabus
Overview:

To enable Freshmen to acclimate themselves to high school and prepare for future high school English classes, literature selections at the freshman level center on the individual and his or her relationships and conflicts. Freshmen read novels, plays, poetry, short stories, myths and non-fiction articles, and are coordinated with a variety of assessments, such as essays, study questions, projects, group work, and presentations.
Literature:

Students will read from the following selections:
Core Selections



To Kill a Mockingbird
Shakespeare: Romeo & Juliet
Optional Selections

The Odyssey


Of Mice and Men

The House on Mango Street


Speak




The Martian Chronicles

Cyrano de Bergerac


A Tree Grows in Brooklyn



The Absolutely True Diary of 

a Part-Time Indian



Story selections


Poetry selections

Writing

Writing instruction and assignments will include the following:
· Writing process, including prewriting skills, drafting and revision, and writer’s workshops
· Basic essay organization, development, and support
· Research writing, including in-text citations & bibliography format (MLA style)
· Tone, voice and rhetorical devices in writing
· Reflective writing
· Analytical writing
· Descriptive (showing, five senses) writing
Grammar

There will be regular instruction in English usage and grammar, including: 
Basic Sentence Structure and Parts of Speech

Identifying and Correcting Run-ons and Fragments

Subject-Verb and Pronoun Agreement

Active and Passive Voice
Punctuation
Improved Sentences Using Appositives, Noun Absolutes, Past and Present Participles
Vocabulary

There will be regular (approximately weekly) vocabulary assignments and quizzes.

Journal

Students will keep journals, including both in-class and out-of-class entries as described in a separate handout. These journals will be collected near the end of each quarterly grading period, and graded for completeness. Each journal entry is worth five points and must be at least one half page of student writing. Incomplete journal entries (meaning, less than half a page) will receive no credit.

Participation

Students will receive a participation grade each quarter. The grade will comprise homework, participation in class discussion and activities, regular on-time attendance, and participation makeup assignments for any excused absences. If a student has a question about his or her participation grade, he or she should approach Ms. Spring to discuss it.












