Ms. Spring’s 12th Grade English - Syllabus
Overview:

To prepare seniors for the world beyond high school, literature selections at the senior level invite great travels into World Literature – that is, literature from around the world, throughout civilization. The novel is the primary format studied, but plays, poetry, short stories, myths and forms of satire are also taught. Fall semester, seniors at Northgate all produce a Personal Statement, intended to teach the skills needed for a college application essay. Spring semester, seniors at Northgate all produce an individualized Senior Project on a topic of their own choice. Senior Project includes three components: project, 8-10 page research paper, and presentation. Seniors must pass English IV and all three components of Senior Project in order to graduate.

Literature:

Students will read from the following selections:
Core Selections



Oedipus Rex

Shakespeare: Macbeth, Othello, or Hamlet

Optional Selections

Antigone


Brave New World

 


Great Expectations




Frankenstein


Ordinary People

Damien


Slaughterhouse 5



In the Lake of the Woods



Satire selections


Poetry selections

Writing

Writing assignments will include the following writing styles and skills:
· Argumentative Essay Writing 
· Research Paper (8+ pgs Senior Project)
· In-text citations & bibliography format (MLA style)
· Personal Interview
· Personal Statement/College Essay
· Tone, voice and rhetorical devices in writing
· In class essays (timed exams)
· Descriptive (showing, five senses) writing
*Senior Project:

This one-semester project is required of all seniors for graduation. All students are given an extensive guidebook to the project, the “Senior Project Bluebook,” in January. The Bluebook details each small step of the project for the student and the English teacher. In short form, the Senior Project requires all of the following steps:


· topic selection, letter of intent and poster

· 8-10 page research paper with in-text citations and bibliography

· 
reading research (200+ pages)

· 15+ hours of mentored project with visible end result

· 
two personal interviews

· 8-10 minute presentation with visual aids on Senior Project experience

Grammar

There will be regular instruction in English usage and grammar, including: 
Basic Sentence Structure and Parts of Speech

Identifying and Correcting Run-ons and Fragments

Subject-Verb and Pronoun Agreement

Active and Passive Voice
Punctuation
Improved Sentences Using Appositives, Noun Absolutes, Past and Present Participles
Vocabulary

There will be regular (approximately weekly) vocabulary assignments and quizzes.

Journal

Students will keep journals, including both in-class and out-of-class entries as described in a separate handout. These journals will be collected near the end of each quarterly grading period, and graded for completeness. Each journal entry is worth five points and must be at least one half page of student writing. Incomplete journal entries (meaning, less than half a page) will receive no credit.

Participation

Students will receive a participation grade each quarter. The grade will comprise homework, participation in class discussion and activities, regular on-time attendance, and participation makeup assignments for any excused absences. If a student has a question about his or her participation grade, he or she should approach Ms. Spring to discuss it.












